Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


Roads,  U.S.D.A. 

Bulletins  available:     "Parm  Plumbing"  and  "Simple  plumbing  Repairs  in  the  Home." 
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It  was  Uncle  Silas  who  started  the  conversation  of  home  plumbing  last 

night. 

"America  is  the  most  prosperous  country  in  the  world,"  he  said,  for 
the  fifth  time  in  five  minutes.     "Just  taJ.ce  as  an  illustration  —  bathtubs. 
We  Americans  have  more  bathtubs  than  any  other  people  on  earth.    Yes,  and  our 
plumbing  in  general  is  better  than  that  of  any  other  nation.     lsn!t  that  one 
of  the  best  indications  of  prosperity  and  progress?     Is  there  anything  that 
adds  more  to  the  health,  comfort  and  convenience  of  a  people  than  good  plumb- 
ing?   Now  Europe  is  far  11 

Uncle  Ebenezer  held  up  his  hand. 

"I  was  just  going  to  mention,  Silas,  that  parts  of  America  are  pretty 
well  back  in  the  dark  ages  when  it  comes  to  this  matter  of  plumbing." 

"What?"  exclaimed  Uncle  Silas.     "Why  America's  plumbing  is  far  superior 
to  any  " 

"I  know.    National  pride  and  satisfaction  is  a  fine  thing.     But  there's 
no  use  patting  ourselves  on  the  back  when  so  much  needs  to  be  done  yet.  Our 
cities  may  stand  first  in  the  world  in  modern  plumbing,  but  many  of  our  country 
homes  are  still  far  behind.     The  1920  census  shows  that  only  one  farm  house 
out  of  t en  has  plumbing.     Of  course,  things  have  improved  somewhat  in  the 
last  ten  years,  but  many  hundred  of  rural  housewives  are  still  carrying  in  the 
water  for  household  use  by  the  bucketful.     That's  no  record  for  any  country 
to  be  proud  of  —  any  country,  that  is,  whose  citizens  believe  in  wife- saving. " 

Uncle  Ebenezer  reached  for  his  scrap  book. 

"I'll  bet,"  said  Betty  Jane,  "that  Uncle  Ebenezer  is  going  to  read  us 
some  poetry. " 

"Quite  right,"  said  Uncle  Ebenezer.     "If  I  can  find  it  here  somewhere, 
I'll  read  you  some  poetry  on  plumbing.     I  don't  know  what  I'd  do  without  these 
verses  on  occasions  like  this.     Here's  the  one  I  was  looking  for.     It's  called 
'Irrigate  Your  Eden.'" 
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"Selieve  me  if  all  those  endearing  young  chams 
Possessed  by  your  fair  spouse, 
Are  going  to  stay,  you'll  have  to  pay 
For  water  in  the  house. 
There's  a  long,  long  trail  a-winding 
Down  to  the  farm-yard  pump. 
And  if  you  make  her  travel  it, 
You  are  a  selfish  chump. 
'Drink  to  me  only  with  thine  eyes' 
Is  very  fine  to  sing, 
But  in  the  use  of  household  juice 
It  doesn't  mean  a  thing. 
To  hew  the  wood  that  cooks  the  food 
And  then  to  tote  the  water, 
It  is  not  fair  to  make  the  share 
Of  mother,  wife  or  daughter. 
0  in  the  Swanee  River 
And  "between  the  Wahash  "banks, 
A  lot  of  water  runs  to  waste 
That  we  might  store  in  tanks, 
While  many  wives  have  up  and  died 
And  others  wanted  to, 
Because  they  had  no  pipes 
With  wa,ter  gurgling  through. 
Silver  thread  among  the  gold, 
The  passing  years  will  send; 
Don't  hasten  them  —  have  strong  pipes 
With  spigots  in  the  end. 


"Now,  Silas,  maybe  you'd  be  interested  in  a  few  figures.     I  have  some 
facts  here  —  a  study  of  2SH  Nebraska  farms  where  water  was  carried  into  the 
house  by  hand.     In  22  per  cent  of  those  homes  the  wife  carried  all  the  water. 
And  in  55  per  cent  she  helped  carry  the  water.     The  average  distance  walked 
each  year  in  carrying  that  water  was  H2  miles.     That  was  the  average  distance. 
Many  women  toted  their  pails  much  farther  than  that  each  year.     The  average 
amount  of  water  used  in  these  homes  was  9»3^  gallons. 

"Well,  now,  the  experts  who  are  studying  this  problem  of  home  plumbing 
have  drawn  some  conclusions  about  the  wastef ulness  of  this  hand-carrying 
method.     Considering  labor  at  JO  cents  an  hour,  the  yearly  cost  of  carrying 
water  used  in  the  household  would  be  $Hg.60.     But  if  an  automatic  pumping  unit 
is  installed,  and  if  electricity  is,  say,  10  cents  the  kilowatt  hour,  that 
same  quantity  of  water  would  go  into  the  house  under  good  pressure  for  just 
$1.50  cents  for  the  current  used.    An  automatic  pumping  outfit  consisting  of 
a  motor,  pump  and  tank  would  cost  from  $60  to  $S0,  but  it  wouldn't  take  long 
to  pay  that  off.    And  think  of  the  labor,  time  and  wives  saved,  to  say  nothing 
of  a,ctual  money,  when  the  pumping  unit  has  been  paid  for.     It  is  anything  but 
economical  to  go  without  running  water  and  plumbing,  yet  a  lot  of  farm  families 
are  doing  it  to  save  money." 
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If  you  wish  you  had  a  "bathroom  in  your  house  or  if  you  need  water  piped 
into  your  hone,  let  ne  suggest  that  you  send  for  a  "booklet  called  "Jam  Plumb- 
ing" —  Farmers'  Bulletin  NO.  l-U-2-6.    You'll  find  in  it  some  practical 
information  on  water  piping  and  house  drainage.    And  if  you  have  a  husband 
with  some  mechanical  skill,  leave  the  "booklet  near  his  easy  chair  some  even- 
ing so  that  he  will  glance  at  it  when  he  wants  something  to  read.    The  "bulletin 
contains  suggestions  as  to  how  a  man  with  skill  and  tools  to  do  creditable 
work  can  save  "by  doing  some  plumbing  jobs  himself. 

There's  no  doubt  about  the  fact  that  plumbing  is  an  expensive  item 
for  the  house  owner  and  builder.    Five  to  ten  per  cent  of  a  fully  equipped 
house  goes  into  the  plumbing  alone.    Every  farmer  can't  be  his  own  plumber, 
but  he  can  inform  himself  on  this  subject  so  that  he  can  follow  intelligently 
the  work  of  the  plumber  he  employs  and  can  know  what  he  is  spending  his  money 
for  and  whether  the  job  being  done  is  good  and  worth  the  price. 

Did  I  say  every  man  should  inform  himself?    Let  me  change  that  to  both 
the  man  and  the  woman  of  the  house.    Every  up-and-coming  housewife  should  know 
a  thing  or  two  about  good  plumbing.    Even  I  —  and  few  women  in  the  world  are 
as  unmechanically  minded  as  I  —  even  I_  read  that  bulletin  "Farm  Plumbing" 
from  cover  to  cover  and  learned  a  lot  from  it.    Next  time  we  move  into  a  new 
house,  I  am  going  to  have  an  eye  open  for  the  way  the  pipes  are  put  in  and 
the  drains  installed.     I'm  also  going  to  be  wiser  about  planning  my  supply  of 
hot  water. 

Plumbing  today  is  largely  the  assembling  and  installing  of  manufactured 
products.     It  requires  less  of  the  skill  of  the  old-time  lead  worker  and  more 
of  practical  knowledge  of  house  water  supply  and  drainage.     The  modern  plumber 
needs  to  know  about  hydraulics,  mechanics,  pneumatics  and  sanitation.    He  needs 
to  know  what  materials,  pipes  and  fixtures  are  needed  in  each  particular  house. 
He  needs  to  know  how  to  install  then  properly  and  how  much  they  cost.  It  will 
pay  the  house  owner  also  to  study  up  on  these  subjects. 

All  the  plumbing  conveniences  that  you  want  need  not  be  put  in  at  one 
time,  but  the  work  should  be  planned  in  advance  in  order  to  combine  the  best 
arrangement  at  the  lowest  cost.     Work  out  a  plan  ahead  of  time,  even  if  you 
can't  afford  everything  at  once.    Then  install  the  items  little  by  little. 
You'll  have  a  chance  to  enjoy  each  one  separately  if  you  do  it  this  way.  A 
sink  will  naturally  come  first,  but  the  plumbing  should  be  extended  to  include 
at  least  a  bathroom.      A  small  spare  room  or  closet  can  often  be  converted 
into  a  bathroom  and  so  contribute  very  greatly  to  the  convenience,  comfort 
and  health  of  the  whole  family. 

If  you  are  taking  this  matter  of  plumbing  in  earnest,  you'll  want  to 
know  about  another  bulletin  —  the  sequel,  I  might  say,  to  the  one  I  mentioned 
a  few  minutes  ago.     It's  on  simple  plumbing  repairs  in  the  home. 


Friday:     "Fricasoed  Chicken  for  Sunday." 


